Congenital abnormalities of intrathoracic airways.
Multidetector CT has broadened the potential of imaging to demonstrate anomalies of the lung and the tracheobronchial tree with increasing frequency. Two-and three-dimensional reformatting improve the understanding of complex tracheobronchial anomalies. Most congenital tracheobronchial anomalies are rare and almost always nonsymptomatic; however, some may be confused with or even responsible for respiratory disease. Tracheal and accessory cardiac bronchi are among the most frequent anomalies, but other ectopic or supernumerary lung buds, developmental tracheobronchial interruption, obstruction, or compression, communicating bronchopulmonary foregut malformations, and bronchial malformations associated with anomalies of situs can be detected, even late after birth.